THE CYCADS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA In t r o d u c t io n
The object of this account of the Cycads of Southern Africa is to summarize the salient information which will interest the botanically minded members of the general public. It has been prepared in conjunction with a taxonomic treatment of the species for the Flora of Southern Africa and for this reason the descriptions of individual species have been abbridged, literature references minimized and herbarium specimens not cited. The area concerned lies south of the Limpopo River.
Records show that keen interest in the Cycadaceae has not flagged much during the past 200 years. Sixty years ago Worsdell, writing in the Annals of Botany Vol. 20: 129 (1906) , said that " no Family of Plants is exciting more interest at the present day than the Cycadaceae, and for the prime reason that they represent one of those forms of plant life which link the types of the far past wfith those of the present modern world
The family Cycadaceae, as generally accepted in the past, is represented widely in the southen hemisphere and in limited areas of the northern hemisphere. Thus 26 species of Encephalartos and an indeterminate number of natural hybrids are dealt with in the present work. The distribution of these begins in the north with E. transvenosus on the Soutpansberg, and E. eugene-maraisii on the Waterberg, and extends mainly in mountainous areas of the eastern Transvaal into Natal and the south eastern Cape as far as the district of Uniondale. Here E. longifolius is the species which has penetrated furthest towards, or persisted nearest to, the south-western Cape flora. No record of the genus has come from the Orange Free State or South West Africa.
Records of species in tropical and subtropical Africa are widespread but the number is unlikely to be as many as half that for southern Africa.
In the case of the monotypic genus Stangeria, it occurs in coastal districts from Bathurst in the eastern Cape to northern Zululand near Kosi Bay. It may well be found to occur in southern Portuguese East Africa.
The accompanying map gives a guide to the limits of distribution of the family in our area. The present account is based very largely on field observations but there are still many problems which call for further attention and this by no means pretends to be the last word.
As this project has gone on the number of those to whom I am indebted in one way or another, has grown beyond expectations. I thank them all.
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Among Coetzee (typist) and Miss I. C. Verdoorn, who has a fundamental knowledge of the Cycads, who has contributed several articles on the group and who is joint author with me of the taxonomic account being prepared for the Flora of Southern Africa. 
